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Grammar Test 
Time: 25 minutes

40 questions
Part I

Directions:

Questions 1-15 are incomplete sentences. Beneath each sentence you will see four words or phrases, marked a), b), c), and d). Choose the one word or phrase that best completes the sentence. 

Note: you may not choose two answers as correct. In this situation, none of these answers will be counted in. 

1. William Byrd was the owner of ______________ library in colonial times.

(A) the most large

(B) a larger

(C) a largest

(D) the largest

2. Roads in the United States remained crude, ______________ with gravel or wood planks, until the beginning of the twentieth century. 

(A) were unsurfaced or they covered them 

(B) which unsurfaced or covered 

(C) unsurfaced or covered them 

(D) unsurfaced or covered

3. ______________ that life began billions of years ago in the water. 

(A) It is believed 
(B) In the belief 

(C) The belief 

(D) Believing
4. ______________ at the site of a fort established by the Northwest Mounted Police, Calgary is now one of Canada’s fastest growing cities.  

(A) Built 

(B) It is built 

(C) To build 

(D) Having built

5. A three-foot octopus can crawl through a hole ______________ in diameter. 
(A) than one inch less 

(B) less than one inch 

(C) one less inch than 

(D) than less one inch
6. Generally, the representatives ______________ a legislature are constitutionally elected by a broad spectrum of the population. 

(A) who they compose 

(B) who compose 

(C) had composed 

(D) compose  

7. Portrait prints were the first reproductions of American paintings______________ widely distributed in the United States. 
(A) were 

(B) that which 

(C) that being 

(D) to be

8. By 1872 the United States had 70 engineering colleges, ______________ astonishing expansion credited largely to the Morrill Act of 1862. 
(A) because 

(B) an 

(C) to which 

(D) was

9. An image on a national flag can symbolize political ideals that ______________ express. 
(A) take many words to otherwise would 

(B) would take to many otherwise words 

(C) many words to take would otherwise 

(D) would otherwise take many words to
10. Just as remote-controlled satellites can be employed to explore outer space, ____________ employed to investigate the deep sea. 

(A) can be robots

(B) robots can be 

(C) can robots

(D) can robots that are
11. Only in the Civil War ______________ killed or wounded.

(A) soldiers in America

(B) were so many American soldiers

(C) many in America

(D) so many American soldiers were    

12. The Declaration of Independence, ______________ the Constitution of the United States,

was drawn up with the help of Benjamin Franklin.

(A) and

(B) also

(C) as well as

(D) so too

13.  ______________ such a challenging science is that all theory is based on observations that cannot be replicated in a controlled environment. 
(A) It is astronomy

(B) Astronomy is

(C) What makes astronomy 

(D) Why is astronomy 

14. If cauliflowers ______________ from extreme temperatures, the heads get discolored.

(A) were not protected

(B) are not protected

(C) are not being protected

(D) will not be protected

15. According to a recent survey, were ______________ of telecommuters to lose their jobs, they would look for other telecommuting positions. 
(A) to major

(B) if a majority 
(C) a majority

(D) in the major

Part II
Directions:

In questions 16-40, each sentence has four underlined words or phrases. The four underlined parts of the sentence are marked a), b), c), and d). Identify the one word or phrase that must be changed in order for the sentence to be correct.
Note: you may not choose two answers as correct. In this situation, none of these answers will be counted in. 

16. Copper was the first metallic used by humans and is second only to iron in its utility through 

                                           A                                      B                            C
the ages. 

      D
17. The fact that white light is light composed of various wavelengths may be demonstrating by

             A                                               B                                                                     C
dispersing a beam of such light through a prism. 
                                     D
18. Humans do not constitute the only species endowed with intelligence: the higher animals                      

                                                     A                                    B                                C
also have considerably problem-solving abilities. 

                         D   

19. Most traditional dances are made up of a prearranged series of steps and movements, but 

        A                                              B                                                                       

modern dancers are generally free to move as they choice. 
                                                    C                               D
20. A commemorative stamp honoring Chuck Yeager, the pilot who broke the sound barrier
                                                    A                                                B
in 1947, was issued depicting he and the X-15 that he flew. 

                                                C                                D
21. A gene is a biological unit of information who directs the activity of a cell or organism during            

                               A                                       B                                       C
its lifetime. 

 D
22. Some animal activities, such as mating, migration, and hibernate have a yearly cycle. 

          A                                     B                                               C                        D
23. The residence of Greenville, Texas hold an annual Cotton Jubilee to remember the crop
                    A                                                         B    
that caused their city to prosper. 
           C                           D
24. Generally, the pattern of open space in urban areas has shaped by commercial systems, 
            A                                        B                                         C
governmental actions, and cultural traditions. 
              D
25. General anesthesia, which is usually used for major surgery, involves a complete loss of
                                          A                                                                                  B
consciousness and a relaxed of the muscles. 

                                      C                      D
26. The average elevation of West Virginia is about 1,500 foot above sea level. 

                   A            B                                                          C               D
27. Photograph was revolutionized in 1831 by the introduction of the collodion process 
               A                                                       B                         C
for making glass negatives. 

       D
28. The system of chemical symbols, first devised about 1800, gives a concise and instantly 

                 A                                                                                                                     B
recognizable description of a element or compound. 

                                            C              D
29. The Great Potato Famine in Ireland in the 1840’s caused an unprecedented numbers of 
                                                A                                       B                                          C
people from Ireland to immigrate to the United States. 

                                                     D
30. Some marine invertebrates, such as the sea urchin and the starfish, migrates from deep 

                                                          A                                                            B
water to shallow during spring and early summer to spawn. 

                C                                                                   D

31. Many of species of milkweed are among the most dangerous of poisonous plants, while        

            A                                                 B                                                       C
others have little, if any, toxicity. 

                      D
32. The electric eel is not unique in its ability to generate electricity, but the electric eel can                        

                                          A             B

generate a great electric current than any other electric fish. 

                     C                                           D
33. Some words in English, called homonyms, have like pronunciations but are not like in 
          A                                    B                            C                                                    D 

meaning.
34. Koalas drink so few water that zookeepers become concerned if a koala wants to drink any         

                                  A                            B                                       C                             D

 water. 

35. The aurora borealis is an interesting phenomena that appears in a variety of forms ranging
                                                                         A                      B                               C
from a quiet glow to a series of luminous expanding arcs. 

              D
36. The initial discovery by humans almost 10,000 years ago that they could exploit 

                        A

metallic mineral deposits was an important milestone in the development civilization. 

            B                                           C                                                     D
37. The nine-year-old son of the American mathematician Edward Kasner gave the name
                                       A          
“googal” onto the mathematical concept of 1 followed by 100 zeros. 

                 B                                      C                   D
38. School teacher Nathan Hale made his duty for the American rebels during the Revolutionary
                                                       A                      B                                   C

War by spying on the British. 
               D
39. Hard and resistant to corrosion, bronze is traditionally used in bell casting and is the material 

         A                                                                    B 

used widely most for metal sculpture. 

                 C                              D

40. Knott’s Berry Farm is family-run theme park that evolved from a fried chicken restaurant
                                     A                                                  B       C 
into a $120 million per year attraction. 
  D






