Syllabus 
as of 20.06.2025
OSCE Academy in Bishkek
Course Title: European Climate Policy: Lessons for Central Asia
Course Period: 23 - 27 June 2025
Daily Schedule: 9:00-10:30; 11:00-12:30; 13:30-15:00
Course Instructor: Dr. Rahat Sabyrbekov
r.sabyrbekov@osce-academy.net | Office hours: by appointment

Course Description:
This course introduces students to the European Union (EU) climate policy and examines its relevance for Central Asia. The EU's comprehensive climate policy—covering emission reductions, adaptation measures, and transition strategies—serves as a global benchmark. Meanwhile, Central Asia, a fossil-fuel-rich region, faces profound challenges in climate adaptation and policy transformation.
Students will compare both regions, gain analytical tools, and develop communication skills through case studies, discussions, and applied research. A new digital component using a dedicated Google Site will enhance access to curated resources, lectures, and interactive materials.
Course Objectives:
· Understand EU climate policy architecture and its global influence
· Evaluate policy instruments like the Emission Trading System (ETS) and carbon tax
· Explore climate governance challenges and opportunities in Central Asia
· Strengthen communication and policy analysis skills
· Promote student-led discussions and innovation through digital learning tools
Learning Outcomes:
· Describe key EU climate policy instruments and targets
· Analyze the Green Deal and related strategies
· Assess the EU’s international climate leadership and agreements
· Compare EU and Central Asian policy responses to climate challenges
· Articulate arguments using policy evidence in presentations and essays


Course Schedule:
Daily Schedule: 9:00-10:30; 11:00-12:30; 13:30-15:00

	Time
	Monday, 
23 June
	Tuesday,
24 June 
	Wednesday, 25 June
	Thursday,
26 June
	Friday

	9:00-10:30
	Introduction to EU climate policy
	Climate Policy Across Sectors
	Instruments
	Lessons of Central Asia
	Round table: “Development of regional climate policy in Central Asia: EU lessons and future prospects.”


	11:00-12:30
	
	
	
	
	

	12:30 – 13:30
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch
	

	13:30-14:30
	EU Green Deal
	Climate Policy Across Sectors
	Instruments
	Group presentations
	

	14:30 – 15:00
	Work in groups
	Work in groups
	Work in groups
	Group presentations
	




📘 Day 1: Introduction to EU Climate Policy
9:00-10:30 Session 1: Course Introduction, EU Climate Policy Foundations
· Learning Objective: Understand the historical and institutional development of EU climate policy.
· Start video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e-OiG6p2dHQ 
Reading:
Andrew Jordan and Tim Rayner. “The evolution of climate policy in the European Union: an historical overview”, in Climate Change Policy in the European Union eds. Andrew Jordan,
Dave Huitema, Harro van Asselt, Tim Rayner and Frans Berkhout.(Cambridge: University Press, 2010), p.61
11:00-12:30 Session 2: The European Green Deal
· Learning Objective: Analyze the goals and components of the EU Green Deal.
· Content: Fit for 55, climate neutrality by 2050, biodiversity, and circular economy.
Reading:
Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the European Council, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions the European Green Deal, 2019
Siddi, Marco. "The European Green Deal: Assessing its current state and future implementation." (2020).
Bonus material: 
Hainsch, Karlo & Löffler, Konstantin & Burandt, Thorsten & Auer, Hans & Crespo del Granado, Pedro & Pisciella, Paolo & Zwickl-Bernhard, Sebastian, 2022. "Energy transition scenarios: What policies, societal attitudes, and technology developments will realize the EU Green Deal?," Energy, Elsevier, vol. 239(PC).
Progress Report 2024, Leading the way: from plans to implementation for a green and competitive Europe Climate Action

End video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBU48JHJ-4M 
13:30-14:30 Session 3: Group work sessions
· Group task: Develop a climate policy for CA state 

🌿 Day 2: Climate Policy Across Sectors
9:00-10:30  Session 1: Energy and Industry
· Learning Objective: Explore the decarbonization of energy systems and industry.
· Content: Renewable energy targets, energy efficiency, carbon leakage.
Reading: 
EU Climate and Energy Policy Beyond 2020: Are Additional Targets and Instruments for Renewables Economically Reasonable? Paul Lehmann, Erik Gawel, and Sebastian Strunz, 2019
Ingmar von Homeyer, Sebastian Oberthür & Andrew J. Jordan (2021) EU climate and energy governance in times of crisis: towards a new agenda, Journal of European Public Policy, 28:7, 959-979, DOI: 10.1080/13501763.2021.1918221
Meyer-Ohlendorf, Nils; Matthias Duwe; Katharina Umpfenbach and Keighley McFarland 2014: The Next EU Climate and Energy Package – EU Climate Policies after 2020, Ecologic Institute, Berlin.
Supply of renewable energy sources and the cost of EU climate policy. Stefan Boeters , Joris Koornneef, 2011
Review of 50 years of EU energy efficiency policies for buildings. M. Economidou, V. Todeschi, P. Bertoldi, D. D’Agostino, P. Zangheri, L. Castellazzi, 2022 
Nature-Based Solutions in the EU: Innovating with nature to address social, economic and environmental challenges Nicolas Faivre, Marco Fritz, Tiago Freitas, Birgit de Boissezon, Sofie Vandewoestijne, 2017
Linking EU climate and energy policies: policy-making,implementation and reform Jon Birger Skjærseth, 2014
Assessing the European Union’s energy efficiency policy: Will the winter package deliver on ‘Efficiency First’? Jan Rosenow, Richard Cowart, Edith Bayer, Mariangiola Fabbrid, 2017

11:00-12:30  Session 2: Transport, Buildings, and Agriculture
· Learning Objective: Identify challenges in non-ETS sectors.
· Content: Building codes, CAP reform, fuel standards.
· Activity: Case study breakout (3 groups): each tackles one sector and evaluates a specific EU policy’s success/failure using a short fact sheet.
13:30-15:00 Session 3: Group work
CA: Develop policy using EU 
Decarbonize Energy & Transportation in Central 
· Link: https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/9db1c5c8-9e82-467b-ab6a-905feeb4b6b0_en?filename=Communication%20-%20Clean%20Industrial%20Deal_en.pdf 

⚙️ Day 3: Climate Instruments and Governance
9:00-10:30  Session 1: EU Environmental Taxation 
· Learning Objective: Understand how ET works and its impact.
Reading:
Environmental taxation in the European Union: Are there common trends? lFrancisco J.Delgado JaumeFreire-González Maria J.Presno, 2022 
Environmental taxation in Europe: What does it depend on? Castiglione et al., Cogent Economics & Finance (2014), 2: 967362http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/23322039.2014.967362
11:00-12:30  Session 2: Carbon Pricing in EU
· Learning Objective: Compare ETS with taxation and other instruments.
· Content: National carbon taxes, energy subsidies, effectiveness.
Reading
Convery, F. J. (2009). Origins and Development of the EU ETS. Environmental and Resource Economics, 43(3), 391–412. doi:10.1007/s10640-009-9275-7
Teixidó, J., Verde, S. F., & Nicolli, F. (2019). The impact of the EU Emissions Trading System on low-carbon technological change: The empirical evidence. Ecological Economics, 164, 106347. doi:10.1016/j.ecolecon.2019.06.002 10.1016/j.ecolecon.2019.06.002
Verde, S. F. (2020). THE IMPACT OF THE EU EMISSIONS TRADING SYSTEM ON COMPETITIVENESS AND CARBON LEAKAGE: THE ECONOMETRIC EVIDENCE. Journal of Economic Surveys. doi:10.1111/joes.12356 
Rosendahl, K. E. (2019). EU ETS and the waterbed effect. Nature Climate Change, 9(10), 734–735. doi:10.1038/s41558-019-0579-5
13:30-15:00  Session 3: CA Climate Policy 
· Learning Objective: Assess how Central Asia is positioned under the Paris Agreement.
· Content: NDCs, governance capacity, data gaps.

🌍 Day 4: Lessons for Central Asia + Presentations
Group Presentations Session 1 and Session 2
· Learning Objective: Synthesize learning and apply it to regional challenges.
· Activity: Group presentations (20 – 25 min each). Peer review forms for feedback.

Course Policies:
· Plagiarism: Strictly prohibited; will result in expulsion
· AI use policy: AI use is encouraged only for grammar improvement.
· Attendance: Mandatory for all sessions
· Special Needs: Confidential support available on request
· Flexibility: Schedule may adapt to the participant's expertise and knowledge

🌍 Day 5: Round table: “Development of regional climate policy in Central Asia: EU lessons and future prospects.”
Contact & Support:
Students are pre-registered for the OSCE Academy for Round Table "Advancing Regional Climate Policy in Central Asia: Lessons from the EU and Future Perspectives"
The event will bring together experts, representatives of the academic community, international organizations, government agencies and the civil sector to exchange knowledge, present the project results and discuss practical steps to strengthen regional cooperation in the field of climate policy.
More details: https://osce-academy.net/en/events/full/149.html
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