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The Central Asia-Azerbaijan Fellowship Program (CAAFP)

In 2021 The George Washington University - Elliott School of International Affairs’ Central Asia Program (CAP) opened its Central Asia and Azerbaijan
Fellowship to alumni from the OSCE Academy, as part of a new partnership between CAP and the Academy. The Central Asia-Azerbaijan Fellowship Pro-
gram (CAAFP) is intended for young professionals - scholars, government officials, public policy experts, and social activists - who seek to enhance their
research and analytical skills and become public policy leaders. The fellowship is available to individuals from Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz-
stan, Mongolia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan. Last year, eight of our alumni participated in a tailor-made programme that has been adapted to the
pandemic conditions. They follow a weekly online class, Theories of Social Sciences applied to Central Asian Studies, that present the main social science the-
ories applied to today’s Central Asia. As the most successful fellow, Albina Yun, received an opportunity to spend one month at the George Washington Uni-
versity - Elliott School of International Affairs starting in June 2022. Albina is alumna of 2015, MA Programme in Politics and Security from Uzbekistan.

Here Albina shares her one-month experience at George Washington University:

In October - November 2021, I became one of the fellows at the Central Asia
Program - Azerbaijan Fellowship Program (CAAFP), organized by the Elliott
School of International Affairs, George Washington University. At the time, I
was working at the 139 Documentary Center in Tashkent, a cultural platform
for artists, activists, and researchers, and 1 was very much involved in its
grassroots engagement. When, I saw the theme selected for the 2021 fellow-

ship, which was "Societal Engagement with Cultural,
Educational, Environmental, and Gender-Related Is-
sues”, I was instantly hooked by the topic. My educa-
tional and work experience and interactions with local
teachers, artists, activists, feminists, researchers, and
wider communities (like Mahalla) fostered my critique
of Western mainstream research trends on Central
Asia, such as an excessive focus on state and regime
discourse. While T do not completely negate the value
of mainstream research, overemphasis on such issues
neglects local people and the complex dynamics, and
considerably limits epistemology on and in the Central
Asian region. The CAAFP was one of the very few pro-
grams, which overcame the mainstream prejudice, and
instead, encouraged various diverse perspectives.

Within the two months the CAP fellowship provided me
with a unique opportunity to interact and learn from
one of the most well-known scholars, and most impor-
tantly to network with local Central Asian research-
ers and activists. In addition, through the fellowship,
I seized the opportunity for publishing and wrote for
three different platforms - Voices on Central Asia, Cen-
tral Asian Analytical Network, and the CAP online series.
Furthermore, via the CAP, with the financial support of
the OSCE Academy, I received the privilege to visit the
George Washington University in Washington, DC, USA.
It was my first visit to the USA, and my stay there was
certainly a remarkable point in my life and academic
career. I would like to sincerely thank Dr. Marlene Lau-
relle and Ms. Aitolkyn Kourmanova for their guidance
and support in my research. I would like to note that,
it is crucial to encourage and give an authorial voice to
local activists and researchers. The CAAFP and the OSCE
Academy are doing a great job in this endeavor, and T am
grateful to be a part of both programmes.
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Alumni Grant

The OSCE Academy Alumni Network, with support of the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs (NUPI) offers travel grants to qualified OSCE
Academy alumni to support their professional and academic development. This year three OSCE Academy alumni received Alumni Travel Grant to fulfil their
academic and professional accomplishments.

Gulnoza Akhmedova is alumna of 2019,
MA Programme in Politics and Security from Uzbekistan

“I am grateful to the OSCE Academy for providing such opportunities to its Alumni through the travel grant. This year I was able to par-
ticipate in the CAPPS program (Central Asian Program on Pedagogies of Solidarity) on "Families and traditions in transition” organized
jointly by the American University in Central Asia and Boston University on August 8-21, 2022. This insightful programme focused on how
sexuality and gender equality have been impacted by conversations around traditional morals and emancipation. The programme included
a series of workshops, group discussions and participatory observations of target communities in Kyrgyzstan. I witnessed how the values
of modernity, tradition and religion coexisted and debated for space in the state of transition from the past. I found it interesting that
communities create a sense of belonging and belonging is a human need.

Another feature of the CEDAR program is that the school seeks to build a space for shared belonging and coexistence for participants with
different backgrounds and substantive differences—in values, histories, life circumstances, beliefs, worldviews, and economic statuses.
This is particularly important in a polarizing world when different ideological and religious divisions are leading to racism, xenophobia
and violence. I am going to share this experience and knowledge with students at Webster University.”
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Kodir Kuliev is alumnus of 2014,
MA Programme in Economic Governance and Development from Uzbekistan

"Providing someone an opportunity for career growth is an honored, generous, and ap-
plauding deed. T once again received such an opportunity from the OSCE Academy. I was
privileged to secure the OSCE Academy Travel Grant to do professional training in Business,
Human Rights, and Anti-Corruption at my other alma mater - the UN-backed Internation-
al Anti-Corruption Academy (IACA).

Lasted for one month, 9 hours per week, the course was a convenient and enriching space
for learning and sharing experiences with outstanding experts like Andy Spalding (course
leader), Paulina Murillo Nevarez of Ecuador, and Fernanda Nan of Uruguay, and many oth-
ers. During this intensive training and cross-country debating, I thoroughly explored the
intersection of anti-bribery compliance and human rights due diligence. The course first
covered the essentials of international anti-bribery compliance with law and practice, en-
hanced by synchronous live debates and case studies. It then dug into the closely related
but distinct phenomenon of corporate human rights due diligence, looking at internation-
al corporate human rights laws and leading human rights due diligence standards.

As an anti-corruption expert, I consult several organizations and sometimes get outsourced
by foreign companies. Therefore, the practical knowledge about the intricacies of international anti-bribery law, anti-corruption compliance
best practices, and corporate human rights due diligence I have gained from this training will make my service more effective and cut-
ting-edge. Also, learning the United Nations Guiding Principles (UNGP) on Business and Human Rights and understanding how the UNGPs
have translated into various (national) corporate human rights laws empowered me for my future anti-corruption work in Uzbekistan.

Another good news is that I have recently been selected for the Leif J. Sverdrup Global Teaching Fellowship to teach an Interdisciplinary
Perspective on Anti-corruption course at the Leiden Campus in the Netherlands next year. This course perfectly complements my short
tour of duty in Europe.”

Diydor Berdiklichev is alumnus of 2021,
MA Programme in Economic Governance and Development from Uzbekistan

“Economics is driven by data. Today data is everywhere, but acquiring, analyzing and un-
derstanding them to solve socio-economic issues is not an easy task. I attended an online
course from MIT Micromasters in Data Economics Development Program in "Data Analy-
sis for Social Scientists” with the help of an Alumni Travel Grant by OSCE AiB. The course
was taught by MIT professors: Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences, Esther Duflo
and Senior Lecturer in the MIT Economics Department, Sara Fisher Ellison. The course cov-
ered topics starting from fundamentals of probability theory and statistics to techniques in
modern data analysis: estimation, regression and econometrics, prediction, experimental
design, randomized control trials (and A/B testing), machine learning, and data visualiza-
tion. The course was extremely demanding and interesting. It was very relevant and useful
for my daily job at the Institute of Forecasting and Macroeconomic Research as a research
associate at poverty reduction and wellbeing.”
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Love Story
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In keeping with our tradition, in this part of SalamAlum we would like to welcome another charming couple of our graduates. Please welcome Nurbek
Bekmurzaev, alumnus of 2014 from Kyrgyzstan and Tansaya Khajikhan, alumna of 2020 from Mongolia:

Q: Dear Tansaya and Nurbek, how did your story start?

Nurbek: We met at the Alumni Reunion in September 2019. I first saw
Tansaya at the dinner reception and spent the whole evening thinking
about how cute she was. On the second day of the reunion, when we
went to Kara-Bulak, I summoned all my courage and talked to her.
We started talking and made plans to hang out. That is how I remem-
ber the start of our story. We started dating shortly afterwards and got
married 3 years later.

Tansaya: Yes, 1 agree with this recollection. What first brought us
together was our common interest in traveling. Our trips brought
us closer to each other in the beginning of our relationship. You can
learn a lot about someone when you travel together.

Q: What was the first thing that made you fall in love with each
other?

Nurbek: Her smile, definitely. It disarmed me completely. I get
so much joy seeing her smile, and it can easily change my mood

whenever I am feeling down.

Tansaya: His authenticity, the way he looked at me, and his wisdom.

Q: Please tell us about your family life, how you assign household
duties between each other and is it challenging to balance family
life and academic work?

Nurbek: We don’t have any strict rules about household chores. At
least not at this point of our married life. The main deciding factors in
who does what around the house for us are kindness and fairness. In
practice it translates into trying to ease up each other’s loads, whilst
being fair and not getting complacent with the other person doing
everything. Also, we distribute chores depending on our schedules and
preferences. For example, I enjoy cooking a lot, so I cook often at home.

I suppose it is challenging to balance personal life and work wheth-
er you are married or not. So it comes down to being lucky enough
to have a life partner who supports you and helps to deal with this
balance better. And T am happy to say that we have each other in
this regard. It is great to have someone to walk beside you through
the ups and downs of life.

Tansaya: I try to keep balance in everything. Since our relationship
is based on love, mutual understanding, and togetherness, we try
to help each other and share household chores no matter what.
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Q: What are your future professional and academic aspirations?

Nurbek: To be honest, I thought that by age 30 I would answer this
question with more ease. But that is not the case now. I recently
switched career lanes and started focusing more on research and
writing because that is something I enjoy a lot. In this regard, 1
contribute regularly to think tanks and news organizations, such
as the Jamestown Foundation, Eurasianet, and CabarAsia. I hope to
carry on and expand this endeavor and produce accurate analysis
to help make sense of political and security developments in Cen-
tral Asia. I also plan to take up teaching soon, but there is nothing
definite to share at this point.

Having shared all these plans, I have to confess that some days I
catch myself wanting to be a professional chef, run my own beekeep-
ing farm, or write a fictional book about life of Central Asian people

in the Soviet Union. As you can see, 1 allow myself quite a bit of day-
dreaming. I read an article that it is good for your mental health.

Tansaya: 1 would like to advance my skills in data science and be-
come a data scientist. I am working as a data analyst now and trying
to achieve my goal step by step. Other than that, I want to devote my
time to writing quantitative papers and producing quality articles.

Q: What do you wish for our students and alumni community?

Nurbek: A good health, most importantly, because that is the foun-
dation for everything else in life. And courage to take risks and step
outside their comfort zone. And for those who are still single, a

good fortune in finding their soulmates.

Tansaya: Success in all endeavors, happiness, and love.
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WELCOME NEW ALUMN|

MA Programme in Economic Governance and Development

Aida Abdyldaeva Aliia Asangazieva Atai Almanbetov Elena Kostuchenko

Kyrgyzstan Kyrgyzstan Kyrgyzstan Belarus
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Irfanullah Shinwari Karimeh Gholami Kobra Soltani Kunduz Syidalieva
Afghanistan Afghanistan Afghanistan Kyrgyzstan

Munib Sahebzada Nargis Sarwari
Afghanistan Afghanistan
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MA Programme in Politics and Security
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Ainagul Amatbekova Akylai Otkulbek kyzy Batyr Berdiyev Behruz Nuriddinov
Kyrgyzstan Kyrgyzstan Turkmenistan Tajikistan

Dastan Bekmuratov Guldanika Osmonova  Gulmira Tussupbekova Huseyni Shozhang

Kyrgyzstan Kyrgyzstan Kyrgyzstan Tajikistan

Jumadurdy Potjimov Kamila Haidari Kanai Alybaev Malika Belekbaeva

Turkmenistan Afghanistan Kyrgyzstan Kyrgyzstan
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Meerim Nurbekova Mirgul Ishenbek kyzy Nuriddin Odilov

Zukhra Rakhmatullaeva
Kyrgyzstan Kyrgyzstan Uzbekistan Uzbekistan
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